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women have been compelled to leave their homes and confine
themselves to places of protection in Shahi Baug, because their trust
in our harmlessness has received a rude shock. A little thinking
should convince us that this is a matter of humiliation for us all.
The sooner this state of things stops, the better for us. They are
our brethren and it is our duty to inspire them with the belief
that their persons are as sacred to us as our own and this is what
we call abhayadan1, the first requisite of true religion. Satyagraha
without this is duragraha.
There are two distinct duties now before us. One is that we
should firmly resolve upon refraining from all violence, and the
other is that we should repent and do penance for our sins. So long
as we do not repent and do not realize our errors and make an open
confession of them, we shall not truly change our course. The first
step is that those of us who have captured weapons should surrender
them. To show that we are really patient, we will contribute each
of us not less than eight annas towards helping the families of
those who have been killed by our acts. Though no amount of
money contribution can altogether undo the results of the furious
deeds of the past few days, our contribution will be a slight token
of our repentance. I hope and pray that no one will evade this
contribution on the plea that he has had no part in those wicked
acts. For if such as those who were no party to these deeds had all
courageously and bravely gone forward to put down the lawlessness,
the mob would have been checked in their career and would have
immediately realized the wickedness of their doings. I venture
to say that if, instead of giving money to the mob out of fear, we
had rushed out to protect buildings and to save the innocent with-
out fear of death, we could have succeeded in so doing. Unless
we have this sort of courage, mischief-makers will always try to
intimidate us into participating in their misdeeds. Fear of death
makes us devoid both of valour and religion. For, want of valour
is want of religious faith. And having done little to stop the vio-
lence, we have been all participators in the sins that have been
committed. And we ought, therefore, to contribute our mite as
a mark of our repentance* Each group can collect its own contri-
butions and send them on to me through its collectors* I would
also advise, if it is possible for you, to observe a twenty-four
hours' fast in slight expiation of these sins. This fast should be
observed in private and there is no need for crowds to go to the
bathing ghats,
1 Assurance of safety